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Department of Biological Science  

Biology graduate student Rebecca R. Hernandez was accepted into the 

Mentoring Summer Research Internship Program (MSRIP) at UC Riverside for 

2009.  Rebecca will be completing a biodiversity study of biological soil crusts in 

southern California under the advisement of Dr. Edith B. Allen in the Department 

of Botany and Plant Sciences.  

Rolando Ruiz and Hector Mata -Chavez presented posters at the West Coast 

Biological Sciences Undergraduate Research (WCBSUR) Conference held on April 

18 at Point Loma Nazarene University in San Diego, CA.  Their presentations 

were entitled, òLocalization of PKC Activity in Ascidian Sperm Activationó and 

òIdentification of Phosphoinositide 3-Kinase Products during Ascidian Sperm 

Activation,ó respectively.  Both students do their research with Dr. Robert A. 

Koch in the Sperm Cell Biology and Gamete Ultrastructure Laboratory. 

 Department of Chemistry & Biochemistry  

The current NSF-Research Experiences for Undergraduates Program in 

the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry was funded for a third year. The 

amendment from NSF authorized an additional amount of $78,792 for year 3 of 

the current grant, for a total program budget of $240,780.  This program has been 

renewed continuously since 1990 and provides 10 students from a typical 

nationwide pool of about  300 applicants a paid 10-week research experience with 

faculty mentors. The goal is to produce more Ph.D.õs in the sciences, and has a 

success rate of ~40%. The Co-Directors for the past six years have been Drs. 

Maria Linder and Mark Filowitz . 

On April 18th-19th Colleges Against Cancer hosted Cal State Fullerton's first 

annual Relay For Life under the advisement of Dr. Chandra Srinivasan 

(Biochemistry) and Dr. Sora Park Tanjasiri (Health Science). This event was a 

celebration for cancer survivors as well as a memorial to those lost to the disease 

and thanks to the Relay For Life Committee under the leadership of Laura Lee 

and Jennie Geoffroy (Event Chairs) the event came to life. Thanks to the 28 

teams and 400 participants we managed to raise $19,000 for the American Cancer 

Society, surpassing our original goal by $4,000. Thank you to those who 

participated! We hope to see you again next year! 
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The Meyer Lab members Adrianna Arteaga (HHMI scholar) (Pictured above: left), Shrey Bhatt 

(undergraduate), Dhaval Doshi (M.S.), Paola Fernandez (undergraduate) (Pictured above: middle), Erick 

Guandique (M.S.), Sean Nisperos (post-bac) (Pictured above: right), Samira Qamar (undergraduate), Dr. 

Mikiko Matsui (post-doc), and Dr. Christopher R. Meyer (P.I. & NSF Program Director of Biomolecular Sys-

tems) attended the 2009 American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (ASBMB) meeting in New Or-

leans from April 18-22nd to represent ongoing active research from the Dept. of Chemistry and Biochemistry at Cal 

State Fullerton.  Paola Fernandez competed in the undergraduate poster presentation competition and received 

Honorable Mention among 100-150 presenters! 

Department of Geological Sciences  

Geology senior Shayda Nikjoo received a $2,000 scholarship from the California Federation of Mineralogical So-

cieties for her academic studies and research accomplishments in the field of mineralogy. In the course of her un-

dergraduate thesis research, Shayda has discovered a new uranium-bearing mineral in a tungsten deposit located in 

the Sierra Nevada mountains. Her use of the scanning electon microscope and electron microprobe at the Califor-

nia Institute of Technology was supported by a Faculty-Student research grant awarded to Shayda and her supervi-

sor, Dr. Diane Clemens -Knott .  

Dr. David Bowman was invited to present Grid-Based and Fault-Based Search for Precursory Accelerated Mo-

ment Release (AMR): A Prototype Model for CSEP at the 6th International Statistical Seismology Conference April 

13-16 at Lake Tahoe. 

Dr. Brandon Browne presented a seminar entitled Not-So-Simple Cinder Cone Plumbing Systems: Examples 

from the Sierra Nevada at San Diego State University on April 22nd. 

Dr. Matthew Kirby and colleagues presented Holocene multi-decadal-to-centennial scale hydrologic variability in 

southern California (Lake Elsinore, CA) at the Annual PACLIM (Pacific Climate) Meeting in Pacific Grove, CA.  

Dr. Jeff Knott and his students made the following presentations this yearõs Desert Symposium held at Zzyzx: 

Geochronology and paleoenvironment of pluvial Harper Lake, Mojave Desert, CA (by CSUF graduate student 

Anna L. Garcia , J. Knott, J. Bright and S. Mahan); Evaluation of minor and trace elements of the Wilson Creek 

Formation (by CSUF Undergraduate Daniel Lee , E. Wan, D. Wahl, A.Sarna-Wojcicki and J. Knott); The Kit Fox 

Hills, Death Valley, CA: A propagating pressure ridge adjacent the Northern Death Valley fault zone (by J. Knott, 

A. Sarna-Wojcicki, J. Liddicoat and A. Deino). 


