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Dr. Doug Eernisse was a Whiteley Scholar during July 2009 at the     

University of Washington Helen Riaboff Whiteley Center Friday Harbor 

Laboratories in Friday Harbor, Washington. During his two week visit he 

conducted collaborative research with Dr. Megumi Strathmann on the 

starfish genus, Henricia. 

 

Dr. Eernisse presented a talk in the Speciation Symposium at the 75th  

Annual Meeting of the American Malacological Society on July 19-23, 

2009 in Ithaca, NY. As of that meeting, Dr. Eernisse is now the current 

AMS President and is presently co-organizing the society's upcoming 

2010 annual meeting, to be held jointly with the Western Society of Ma-

lacologists at the San Diego State University Convention Center June 27 

to July 1, 2010. 

 

On June 23-27, 2009 undergraduate Biology students, Chrystal John-

son and Brent Ferguson, and graduate student, Laney Whitlow , each 

with co-author Dr. Doug Eernisse, presented talks based on their col-

laborative research. The meetings were held at CSUF at the 42nd An-

nual Meeting of the Western Society of Malacologists, presided by 

WSM President and biology part-time lecturer, Dr. Michael Ven-

drasco.  Dr. Eernisse also presented his own sole-authored talk.  
 

This fall, the Stapp Lab welcomed new M.S. student Sean Hauser, who 

spent the past summer assisting with field work in Colorado. Sean is 

likely to work on a project related to the population ecology of grass-

hoppers in short-grass steppe.  Missy Fowler, a CSUF and SCERP 

alumni was also welcomed back. As a graduate student in Environ-

mental Studies, Missy will be working on a fire-related project in the 

Mojave Desert . 

 

 

 

Dean 

Dr. Steven Murray 

smurray@fullerton.edu 

Associate Dean 

Dr. Mark Filowitz  

mfilowitz@fullerton.edu 

Assistant Dean 

MH 488/ 657.278.4158 

Dr. Rochelle Woods 

rwoods@fullerton.edu 
 

Dept. of Biological Science 

MH 282 / 657.278.3614 

Dr. Robert Koch, Chair 

rkoch@fullerton.edu 
 

Dept. Chemistry &  

Biochemistry 

MH 580 / 657.278.3621 

Dr. Maria Linder, Chair  

mlinder@fullerton.edu 

 

Dept. of Geological Sciences 

MH 254 / 657.278.3883 

Dr. David Bowman, Chair 

dbowman@fullerton.edu 

 

Dept. of Mathematics 

MH 154 / 657.278.3631 

Dr. Paul Deland, Chair 

pdeland@fullerton.edu 

 

Dept. of Physics 

MH 611 / 657.278.3366 

Dr. Jim Feagin, Chair 

jfeafin@fullerton.edu 

 

Program in Science Education 

MH 527 / 657.278.2307 

Dr. Vikki Costa, Director   

vcosta@fullerton.edu 

               October 2009 

Department of Biological Science  



 

This summer, graduate student Heather Franklin  presented results from her thesis research at the Annual 

Meeting of the American Society of Mammalogists (ASM), in Fairbanks, AK.  She also co-authored with 

Dr. Amybeth Cohen and former postdoc Dan Salkeld, a paper presented by Dr. Paul Stapp at the Eco-

logical Society of America meetings in Albuquerque, NM.   

Dr. Stapp presented a poster, with Casey Cardinal and former graduate student John Kraft , at the ASM 

Meetings in Fairbanks.   

In mid September, Dr. Stapp also co-authored on a poster, with former postdoc Scott Newbold and co-led 

an Ecotrends Working Group at the 2009 LTER All-Scientists Meeting in Estes Park, CO. 

Dr. Melanie Sacco published a paper in PLoS Pathogens: 

-"The cyst nematode SPRYSEC protein RBP-1 elicits Gpa2- and RanGAP2-dependent plant cell death." 

Melanie Ann Sacco, Kamila Koropacka., Eric Grenier., Marianne J. Jaubert., Alexandra Blanchard, 

Aska Goverse, Geert Smant, and Peter Moffett. 

 -The publication link: http://www.plospathogens.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%

2Fjournal.ppat.1000564 

 

 

A paper titled ñA Kinetic Study of the Reaction of OH with Xylenes using the Relative Rate/Discharge 

Flow/Mass Spectrometry Techniqueò has been accepted for publication in the Journal of Physical Chemis-

try A. The paper was co-authored by Dr. Li and Deepali Mehta, Andrew Nguyen, his former undergradu-

ate students at CSUF, and Anthony Montenegro, a current CSUF undergraduate student in his research 

group. 

 

 

Dr. Matt Kirby and Dr. Brady Rhodes were awarded a $20,000 grant from the National Geographic   

Society. Itôs title is: Precursors to the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami: Investigation of a Paleotsunami    

Stratigraphic Record within Holocene sediments of Pra Thong Island, southern Thailand. The grant will 

fund about 5-6 weeks of field work in southern Thailand this winter and will include 1-3 CSUF students as 

participants.  This research is a collaboration with scientists from Chulalongkorn University in Bangkok 

and will study the geologic record of precursors to the 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami.  The goal of the      

research is to delineate a history of prehistoric tsunamis because understanding their recurrence will place 

constraints on the Andaman subduction - the source of the earthquake that generated the 2004 tsunami.  

 

The American Chemical Society-Petroleum Research Fund awarded geologist Dr. Diane Clemens-Knott 

a 3-year, $65,000 grant for her proposal entitled "Age and Provenance of Clastic Sediments from the Non-

marine Goldstein Peak Unit: Stratigraphic Relations to Marine Sediments of the Jurassic(?)-Cretaceous 

Great Valley Forearc Basin and the Jura-Triassic Kings Sequence, Central California.ò The money will 

fund on-going field work in the Sierra Nevada foothills, as well as research at the University of Arizona 

and the California Institute of Technology by CSUF graduate and undergraduate students. The project will 

support an environmental reconstruction of the time period when California first emerged as dry land, and 

provide information regarding the sources of sediments in Californiaôs oil-rich Great Valley. 
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Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry  

https://owaportal3.fullerton.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=27b1e91c50f34775979d8943fe3360fd&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.plospathogens.org%2farticle%2finfo%253Adoi%252F10.1371%252Fjournal.ppat.1000564
https://owaportal3.fullerton.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=27b1e91c50f34775979d8943fe3360fd&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.plospathogens.org%2farticle%2finfo%253Adoi%252F10.1371%252Fjournal.ppat.1000564


Page 3  

Department of Mathematics  

Dr. Zair Ibragimov will  present a talk titled "Hyperbolizing Hyperspaces" at the American Mathe-

matical Society meeting in Waco, TX on October 16-18.  

On September 22, 2009, U.S. Patent # 7,592,807 was issued: ñMaximum Likelihood Estimator in the 

Presence of Non-Identically Distributed Noise for Decomposition of Chemical Species in MRIò with 

inventors: Dr. Angel R. Pineda, Charles A. McKenzie, Huanzhou Yu, and Scott B. Reeder. 

 

The College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics hosted two speakers to share their experiences with sup-

plemental instruction in math and science. The NSF-STEP (Test-UP) grant (Dean Murray is the principal 

investigator) sponsored the very qualified speakers who came from other campuses. Supplemental instruc-

tion had been shown to improve student performance and retention of majors in STEM fields. Dr. Maureen 

Scharberg, Associate Dean and Professor of Chemistry in the College of Science at San Jose State Univer-

sity, and Dr. Selina Vasquez Mireles, Associate Professor of Mathematics at Texas State University-San 

Marcos were the speakers for the symposia that were both well attended and well received. 

 

Three CSUF Students Named California Pre-Doctoral Scholars 

Three upper-division and graduate students from Cal State Fullerton have been selected as Sally Casanova 

California Pre-Doctoral Scholars by the California State University.  The honorees are biology graduate 

student Andres Carrillo (pictured right), American studies graduate student Andriana M. Ruvalcaba, and 

physics and mathematics major Amelia L. Yzaguirre (pictured second from right).  The faculty Advisors 

were Dr. Kathryn Dickson , professor of biological science, Pamela L. Steinle, professor of American 

studies, and Dr. Stephen W. Goode, professor of mathematics.  

The pre-doctoral program established in 1989 by the late Sally Casanova is designed to increase the pool of 

university faculty by supporting the doctoral aspiration of current upper-division or graduate students in 

the California State University. 

  

 

  

NSM Hosts SI Symposia   



PROBLEM SOLVING SEMINAR  

DEPARTMENT OF MATHEMATICS  

No enrollment necessary 

 

This is the Second Announcement for Fall 2009: The October Schedule 

 

The Seminar Aims To: 

Provide information on W. L. Putnam Examination and prepare the competition; 

Discuss problems and solutions from mathematical journals such as American Mathematical Monthly, College 

Mathematical Journal and others. 

For any questions, please contact the seminar coordinators, Dr Hassan Yousefi at hyousefi@fullerton.edu or Dr. 

Scott Annin at sannin@fullerton.edu 

 

Fall 2009 Schedule: 

Wednesday seminars will take place in McCarthy Hall, room 484, at 9:00 am. Friday seminars will take place at 

2:00 pm in MH 476. W. L. Putnam Examination at CSUF will be held also in MH 476, on December 5, 2009. 

 

A comprehensive archive with previously assigned W.L. Putnam problems with solutions can be seen at: 

http://www.unl.edu/amc/a-activities/a7-problems/putnamindex.shtml 

Wednesday, October 7, 2009, Room MH 484 

8:00 am ï 8:30 am  Bogdan Suceava  ï Brunn-Minkowski Inequality: Its History and How a Classical Idea Became 

a Putnam Problem 

8:30 am ï 9:00 am Jack Gaumer ï Remarks on Problem A2 from the 69th Edition of W.L.Putnam Competition 

9:00 am ï 10:00 am Bogdan Suceava ï Coordinate Geometry of Lines and Circles 

 

Friday, October 9, 2009, Room MH 476 

2:00 pm  ï 2:50 pm  Scott Annin  ï Algebra Gems in Recent Putnam Competition Problems 

 

Friday, October 23, 2009, Room MH 476 

2:00 pm  ï 2:50 pm  Hassan Yousefi  ï (Title to be announced) 

 

Wednesday, October 28, 2009, Room MH 484 

8:00 am ï 8:50 am  Bogdan Suceava  ï The Location of Zeros of a Polynomial 

 

9:00 am ï 9:50 am  Carol Kempiak ï  Foundations of Geometry in W.L.Putnam Competition 

 

Our future schedule for the rest of the Fall term will be announced  later. 

 

Saturday, December 5, 2009, Room MH 476 

8:00 am ï 11:00 am; 1:00 pm ï 4:00 pm W. L. Putnam Examination 
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SACNASSACNAS   

CONFERENCE ETIQUETTE 

WORKSHOP 

When: October 12, 2009 

Where: MH 504 

Time: 12pm-1pm 
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