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Several faculty and students attended the November meeting of the Western 

Society of Naturalists (WSN) in Monterey, CA. Two posters from Dr. Kathy 

Dicksonôs lab were presented: ñEffects of delayed hatching on notochord 

length, energy reserves, and survival of the California grunion, Leuresthes 

tenuisò by graduate student Helena Aryafar and Dr. Dickson, and ñEffects of 

delayed hatching on muscle and skeletal development and feeding rates in the 

California grunion, Leuresthes tenuisò by graduate student Andres Carrillo , 

undergraduate SCERP student Tracie Treybig, and Dr. Dickson. Andres   

received honorable mention in the Best Student Poster Award competition. In 

addition to these student presenters, graduate students Chris Kehrier  and 

Scott Holtz attended. Travel funds from the NSM-ICC supported the partici-

pation of all students except Tracie, who was funded by the SCERP NSF 

grant. 

At the WSN meeting, graduate student Andy Fredell presented a talk on his 

thesis work, ñOut of the sand and into the surf: can we determine self-

recruitment in the California grunion, Leuresthes tenuis?ò with co-authors 

Karen Martin of Pepperdine University and CSUF faculty member              

Dr. Danielle Zacherl. Dr. Zacherl was also co-author of a paper presented by 

CSUF MS graduate Sarah Koch, who is currently a graduate student at 

UCLA. Their paper was entitled, ñBuilding empirical estimates of larval    

dispersal and population connectivity in a kelp forest species,ò with UCSB co

-authors B. P. Kinlan and R. R. Warner. In addition, CSUF faculty member 

Dr. Jennifer Burnaford and adjunct faculty member Scottie Henderson, 

along with CSULB co-author Bruno Pernet, presented a poster, ñTracking the 

decline of an established invader: an evaluation of the status of the Atlantic 

quahog Mercenaria mercenaria in Colorado Lagoon, Long Beach, CA.ò   

  

Dr. Doug Eernisse has a new publication in press, co-authored by col-

leagues from Friday Harbor Labs, University of Washington: 

-Eernisse, Douglas J., Megumi F. Strathmann, and Richard R. Strath-

mann. Henricia pumila sp. nov.: A brooding seastar (Asteroidea) from 

the coastal northeastern Pacific. Zootaxa, in press. 
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Biology majors, Chrystal Johnson and Brent Ferguson co-authored a poster presentation with Dr. 

Eernisse at the recent annual meeting of the Western Society of Naturalists in Monterey, entitled "Shield 

limpets (Lottia pelta) that mimic seaweed limpets (Lottia insessa) experience a mid-life crisis." 
 

Dr. Eernisse also presented a contributed talk, co-authored with colleague Anthony Draeger at the an-

nual meeting of the Western Society of Naturalists in Monterey. The talk was entitled "New chitons 

(Mollusca: Polyplacophora) from seamounts off southern California." Dr. Eernisse was also a co-author 

on a poster with colleagues from UC Merced, UC Davis, and Claremont Colleges, entitled 

"Phylogeography of the intertidal limpet Lottia scabra in California: Abundant centers and range limits." 
 

Graduate student April Newlander had an article published in the November 2009 issue of the Mojave 

National Preserve Science Newsletter. The article is a preliminary report of her masters research. You 

can access the article at:  

 - http://www.nps.gov/moja/naturescience/sciencenews.htm  
 

Shatarupa Ray, a Masterôs student in Dr. Esther Chenôs lab, won a   CSUPERB travel grant of $1000 

to attend the American Society for Microbiology General Meeting in San Diego in May 2010.  
 

Nine scholars in the NSF-funded Southern California Ecosystems Research program presented posters at 

the annual meeting of the Society for the Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans in Science in 

Dallas, Texas (see photo below). Elizabeth Hessom won a best poster in plant biology award for her re-

search with Dr. Jochen Schenk on embolisms and embolism repair in two southern California shrubs. 

Ernesto Casillas won a best poster in marine biology award for his research with Dr. Danielle Zacherl 

investigating metal uptake in Kellet's whelk. 

http://www.nps.gov/moja/naturescience/sciencenews.htm


Department of Mathematics  

TASEL-M2 Kicks Off Its First Workshop With Teachers and STEM Faculty 

The TASEL-M2 project began with a full day professional development session for Cohort 1 teachers in the 

Garden Grove Unified School District on the Gradual Release of Responsibility (GRR) model that manages 

the flow of classroom instruction from teacher modeling to independent practice. Teachers develop lessons 

that use the prompts, ñI Do Itò, ñWe Do It Togetherò, ñYou Do It Togetherò, and ñYou Do It Aloneò, to create 

lessons that follow the GRR approach. In the picture below, Faculty Partner, Dr. Scott Annin (2nd from the 

right), collaborates with the teachers to create a lesson on identifying the slope of a line on a graph and to    

calculate the slope of a line given two points. Also in attendance and working with teacher teams were: Dr. 

Hee Jeong Lim, Dr. Patrick Kimani, Dr. Jerry Gannon, and Dr. David Pagni. Dr. Paul Deland is the 

principal investigator of the project. TASEL-M2 is a partnership between Santa Ana College, Cal State Fuller-

ton, Garden Grove Unified School District, and the Orange County Department of Education. It is a three year 

project funded by the National Science Foundation for $2,094,094. 

Dr. Patrick M. Kimani and Dr. Nicole Infante presented two sessions at the 50th Annual Fall Confer-

ence of the California Mathematics Council held on November 5th and 6th in Palm Springs, CA. The 

sessions were titled: "Functional Approach to Rate Problems" and "Twizzler Trig: What is the Sine 

Function"   

Dr. Margaret L. Kidd presented a session on "Using Algebra Tiles from Addition to Trinomial Factor-

ing " at the 50th Annual Fall Conference of the California Mathematics Council held on November 5th 

and 6th in Palm Springs, CA. 

Dr. Margaret L. Kidd and Dr. David L. Pagni had their article, ñInvestigating Absolute Value: A Real 

World Application" published in the Australian Senior Mathematics Journal this fall. 
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Dr. Math Cuajungco, Biological Science, and Dr. Karn Sorasaenee, Chemistry and Biochemistry, led this 

yearôs HHMI weekend research activity. A total of sixteen community college and eight high school students 

participated in various research activities held on Nov. 7, 8 and 14. The participants performed molecular and 

cellular biology experiments, as well as biochemical and metal quantification techniques. CSUF students from 

the labs of Drs. Cuajungco and Linder helped in making the research activities fun and successful. The 

HHMI research program is directed by Dr. Maria Linder , and the program evaluation is led by Dr. Barbara 

Gonzalez, both from the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry. 
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The 2010/2011 Scholarship Bulletin is now online. You can access the bulletin at:  

http://www.fullerton.edu/financialaid/scholar/scholarships_default.htm 

ATTENTION STUDENTS:  


